
Mr Phil Hogan Commissioner Agriculture and Rural Development European Commission Rue de la Loi 200 BE – 1049 Bruxelles                   Brussels, 26th  April 2018  Dear Commissioner,  The Commission services are currently finalising the legislative proposals on the future multiannual budget of the EU expected to be published on 2nd of May. In the light of approaching vote in the Collegium of Commissioners,  the agricultural organisations from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania would like to remind you some key issues  which, in order to assure the economic viability and level playing field for the farmers in our countries, we hope you will take into consideration.   1. The Common Agricultural Policy must remain common and strong. There is no strong policy without a strong budget. Therefore we call for no cuts in EU agricultural spending to enable our farmers to meet the ambitious and increasing targets for the environment, sustainability, market volatility, competitiveness and generation renewal. Taking into consideration that the convergence of direct payments in the the current budgetary period was insufficient (direct payment levels in Baltic States will reach to 67-69% and first and second pillar support together 75% of EU average by 2020) and the  budget for rural development was decreased, the further cuts are unacceptable.  2. Fair and equal competition conditions for farmers in all EU Member States must be assured. We strongly agree with President Juncker, that „In a union of equals, there can be no second class citizens.“ After 15 years of EU membership in 2020, the differences of direct payment support between EU member states (based on historical references) are unacceptable and should be eliminated. The common argument that the farmers in the countries that receive that lowest payments face reduced costs due to human resources, energy and other production costs, is incorrect. In reality, all farmers in EU have to meet the same standards, 



  


